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Ezxx. A. 12, 5 5 
Ge i bio Taco of the cd; Tpes the Tp ef 
the Mountain, the whole Limit thereof round 
about ſhall be moſt holy : e this ts 16 
- 2a f. He r | | 


> x % 5 ſuitable and e that thele kW? 
have been making a ſolemn profeſſion of their be- 
ing of the houſbold J faith; who have been eat | 
ing an drinking in God's houſe, as fellow: citizen: 
| - 03th the ſaints. and of the henſbold e Cod, ſhould know 
the order and law of the. houſe ; - and, therefore, I lay 
before you a ſhort ſam of it, very emphatically here 
| expreſſed ; This is the lau of the houfe'; upon'the tof oa 
the mountain, the whole limit thereof rpund tbqut / 
: | be maſt haly : - behold, this is the law of the houſe. * 
In the beginning of the chapter we have an account 
of the glory of God filling the temple, particularly ver, 
| £5 ; and then a promiſe of God's continuing his pre. 
ence in his church, ver. 7, 8, to the purging them 
from their idolatry, corruption, and defilement, which 
here they are put in mind of, for their conviftion and 
humiliation. From ver. 10. and downward, we have 
Iſrael exhorted to faith and repentance ; Shew the houſe 
to the houſe of Hrael, that they may be aſhamed of thee 4 
iniquity. "The temple was a token of God's kindneſs, 3 
and a ſymbol of his preſence, as well as a type f 
Chriſt the true temple, and of the New- Teſtament 
church. And, when he injoins to. ſbew the houſe to tb: 
| Houſe of Iirael. that they may be aſhamed, we may re- 
mark, that the way wherein a gracious God ſhames 
Powe for their ſin, is to ſhow them his kiudueſs and 
1 us preſence : e he puts Ty out of counte- 
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thou mayſt remember and be confounded, and never open 
thy mouth any more, becauſe of thy ſhame, when I am 
pacified towards thee, for all that thou haſt done, ſaith 
the Lord God. Again, Ver. 11. J they be aſhamed, then 
Dou them the form of the houſe &c. When his kind- 
neſs makes them aſhamed of their ſin, then he ſhews 
them more and more of is kindneſs, and grants them 
more and more of his gracious preſence. In the cloſe 
of ver. 11. Write it in their fight, that they keep the 


i " form thereof, and all the ordinances thereef, and do them. 


Here remark, that the privileges of God's houſe and 


people do not ſuperſede their duty, but bind them 


more ſweetly and ſtrictly thereunto; and therefore, 


obedience is here enjo ned, and thereupon here is the 


rule laid down, This is che law of the houſe; upon 


of holineſs is required, 


© round about ſhall be moſt holy: behold, this is the 
© law of the houſe.” „ 
In which words we may notice the four following 
— ß 3 
1. What is the matter of the law of Gad's houſe, 
namely, holingfs ; that all the inhabitants be holy ; for 
holineſs becameth God's houſe fur ever. 
2. The degres of that holineſs which becometh his 
houſe, namely, that it is MosT holy; the perfection 


3. Notice the extent thereof, from the toþ of the 


« 


maintain, the whole limit thereof round about, Former- 


J, only the finctuary was moſt holy; but now in the 


and again, Behold, this is the law of the houſe, 


goſpel-times, to which this prophecy hath a reference, 
the whole mount of the houſe ſhall be fo, and the 
whole limit thereof ; all the courts, all the chambers, 
and every part of the houſe, ſhall be as the moſt holy 
ple. * | | 


* 


4. The druble aſſurance given us concerning this 
ordinance of God's houſe, This is the law, of the houſe ; 
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2. The Law of God's Houſe.  _ 


By the moſt holy in the text, we are to underſtand, 
either the privilege of the houle of God, in the golpel- 
times, namely, That all believers in Chriſt have acceſs 
wnto the holy of holies, and boldneſs to enter into the be- 
lieſt, Heb. x, 19. ; they being all ſpiritual priefts, a 
royal grid, they have acceſs, not ig the virtue 

the blood of bulls and goats, but in the virtue of the 
blcod of Jeſus; and wich this adv-ntage. allo. above 
the high - prieſt under the law, that, wherever we are, 
we have acceſs through Chriſt to the Father: or, by 
_ - the myft holy, we are to underſtand the duty of the 

church of God, or children of his houte, that they 
be moſt holy; and indeed the former privilege lays the 
. ſtrongeſt foundation. for, and brings them under the 
- ſtricteſt obligation to, the duty. According to the 
view. we have here of the mot holy, according we are 
to undaſtand what is to be meant by the law of the 
> | A OE, + Oy; bs. 
If by moſt holy, we underſtand the privilege of ac- 
ceſs to the molt holy place; then, by the law of the 
 buuſe, we are to underſtand the law of grace, the Jaw 
of faith, the goſpel, or God's act of grace towards 
us, *xpreſſed in the promiſe. _ 3 
Again, if by the moſt holy, we underſtand the ua. 
lity of the church, aud the duty of all the children f 
the houſe, that they be g holy; then by the law of - 
the houſe, we are to underitand the precept of rhe mo- 
ral law as a rule of holineſs, duty, and obedience to- 


|. ward God, Eoth theſe, 1 ſuppoſe, may be included 


and the former as the means of the latter. Goſpel- pri- 
vileges making way for goſpel holineſs, according to 
the order of the covenant of grace, in oppoſition to 
that of works, where Do, and live, made duty go be- 
fore the privilege ; whereas Live, and do, makes the 
privilege the foundation of duty, and the ſtrong baſis. 
on which all goſpel-holineſs ſtands. = 1 
By the top M the mountain, and the whole limit there- 
round about, we are to underſtand the univerſality 


* 


oft thif holineſs, and the extent both of that ae: _ 
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__ The Lon of Gets gas. 8 oe 
"of admiſſion to the holy place, and of that bestes 
upon the privileged to be a holy pe £2 

OB8ERV.. That univerſal Golinefe vis þ much the e. 3 
. | flabliſhed law of God's beuſe, that the whole family, be. 
ing privileged with acceſs to the moft holy | inch are 

1 N the Aru gel obligation ts be, the f * om 
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The proof of this 2oAfine refer to the besos | 
Ei it in the following method, as the Lord Ry affiſt. 

I. I wonld ſpeak a little of the hauſe of God. 

II. Hintat the nature of that bolineſs dat is peculiar 
to the houſe of God: 

III. Show that this is the fond of the houſe; and why 

it is faid to be ſo again and again. 

IW. Touch at the extent of this holinefs requlred 

by the law of God's houſe, upon the top of the 
mountain, the whole limit thereof round about. 

v. Notice a little the privilege of acceſs to the moſt 


. holy place. 


Vl. Show that this privilege obliges the whats ei- 
A ly to be the woſt holy people. And then, 
VII. Make afp/ication of the whole in ſeveral uſes. 
I. I am firſt to ſpeak a little of the houſe of Cod. 
be church is the houſe of God; * If a man know not 
how to rule his own houſe, how ſhall he take care 
of the church of God ?? 1 Tim. lii. 5. Andi it is ſo 


2 called on ſeveral accounts ; . 


1. God is ” Agr of i it; He that built all things 
{. . The church i is as glorious a piece 
of work as the building of heaven and earth; yea, 


more glorious, It is the work of glorious omnipo- 
| tence, to make life out of death ; he makes theſe that 


were dead in fins to be living ftones, t Pet. ii. 5 


74 What ſhall one anſwer the welle en gers of the nations? 5 
That the Lord hath founded Zion, and the poor of 
his people ſhall truſt in it, Cor, BETAKE THEM- 


© SELVES TOIT,] Ia, xiv. 32. | 


2. Becauſe God is the repairer of it; it is he that 


| | ras the * . and *he en. of many ge- 
1 13 '> = 98 nerations, 
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1 The les of Go 1 — 27 
| nerations, iſa. Ki. 4. And this is alſo a glorious work; 
When the Lord ſhall build up Zion, he will appear 

„in his glory, Pſal. cii. 16. It is too glorious for a 
creature; he that is God as well as man hath the ho- 
nour of it aſcribed to him; He, even he ſhall built 
« the temple of the Lord, and he ſhall bear all the 

glory, Zech. vi. 13. He may raiſe up inſtruments, 
but he himſelf is the principal agent, Saints may 
weep for Zion, but the Lord will rebuild and repair 


1 Becauſe God is the Heller therein 1 dwells 
2 there where he ſets his ordinances, 2 h he confines 
not himſelf to places; In all places where I record 
7 2 name, I will come to thee, and bleſs thee,” Exod. 
XX. 24. God is known by bis ordinances, as we are 


Eero 
5 


knows by our names; The Lord hath choſen Zion; PD 


he hath defired it for his habitation. This is my reſt | 


for ever; here will 1 dwell, for 1 have deſired.) it, 
Pfal. cxxxii, 13, 14. 


4. Eecauſe God is the Governor thereof: be alone 


| gives laws of everlaſting. conſequence, to deſtruction 


or ſalvation; There is one lawgiver, who is able ta 

« ſave and to deſtroy,” Jam. iv' 12. The Lord is cur 
 lawgiver. Popes and patrons may uſurp a government 
of the church; but the Lord alone is the God of con- 
| ſcience; and the goverment is upen his boulders. 


* Who are the MEMBERS. of this houſe of 
God? 


AxNs w. The church i is either viſible or inviſedl. To 
the vi/ible church on earth, belong all that have a vi- 
Able and credible profeſſion : and it 5s meet for us to 
"0 Pag that they are ſaints, as the apoſtle ſpeaks to the 

hilippians, chap. i. 7. But we may be deceived ;, we 
know not the heart ; therefore it concerns every pro- 


feſſor to examine N -The inviſible church is 


known by God only; Nevertheleſs, the foundation 
2 Tol God ſlandeth ſure, having this ſeal, the Lor 

kudws them that are his, 2 Tim. ii. 19. Well, but 
i. big thall I know * to be one of en Why, 2 


— 2 s 


, z x . 80 UL nn 
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_ 8 ; "7h * 40 Gade Houſe PR” 

= it follows, Let every one, that. nameth the name of 

© Chrilt, departfrom iniquity. To be of the houſhold 

of Cod, is not io be a 'member of the preſbyterial go- 

vernment, nor 2 communicating member of Tree a con- 
epation ; but to be a member f Chrift. e 
. . fort $a HOUSE 15 "the Ch 5 KY! unte 


by, 


. As it; 8 
t. fis dwelling tals: of which args A N 
2. It is his ae The Lord taketh Pleafure 
| in his fx. O wondert . - 
1 "Ris ohh Mor I for, the d por- 
tion is his people, and Jacob the lot of His inheri« 
* tance: though he cannot be enriched therewith, 
et he reckons them his riches, his Jewels, WRECK he 
_ will make up at the laſt day. 
4. The church is alſo his magatine-bouſe * buils 
1 { iow” an armory, whereon hang a thouſand bucklers, 
© all ſhields of mighty men. God's church is his caf- 
tle; and, * ſalvation will God appoint for wills and 1 
0 * bulwarks.” Again, | 
F. It is his veſſel-houſe; hats all the veſſels of 
| wary are hung; and Chriſt is the nal Faſined in a 
Leue place, on which they bang, Ha,” il. 2 3, 24. 
Meak and ſtrong are there. 5 E 
6. It is alſo his banquetting- 1 0 Song i li, 4. „berg 
be and * they feed together: he feeds among the li- 
* lies, till the day break ; and he ſups with them, Lad 
© they with him, Rev. iii. 20. 
II. The ſecond thing propoſed, was, To hint at "the. © 
nature of that holineſs that is peculiar to the houſe 'of 
God. Horixtss, in the ordinary ſenſe wherein it is 
E wat to the church and children ot God, may be 
. 1. lo its definition. And, 1 think, it may be thus des. 
| fined, A full and univerſal renovation of our na- 
| © tures, into the image of God, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
* hy the Holy Spirit. It is called 2 new birth, a new 
creatin, a new creature: 5 Tm man be' in _ 
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e ſus, he is 2 new creature, 2 Cor. v. 17 We are e his | 


© workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
Works.“ It is the image of God, who is holineſs itſelf. 


It is a grace; yea, the conjunction and conſtellation 


of all the graces. It is a duty, and the ſum and fub- | 
ſtance of all duty. * 

23. We may view it in its ring: it is 1 natural 
nor acquired. It is not to be taken up by the ſtrength 
of reaſon, nor the power of fre- will, nor by the force 


of conviction and reſolution from within or without: 


Day, * He that bath wrought us to the ſelf. ſame thing 
is God,” Itis not tobe atcribed to the virtue of ordi- 
nances, nor to the worth of the inſtruments, but to 
the powerful efficiency of the Holy Spirit of God; the 
ſanctifying Spirit. Art, nature, education, cando no- 
thing here; it is © not by might, nor by power, but 
by the Spi it of God, 1 Cor. vi. 11 | 
We may view it in the ſulject of it, and that i is 

the believer in Chriſt, his whole wan; The God of 
peace ſanctify you wholly ; ſoul, body, and ſpirit, 


1 Theſſ. v. 2. If ye ask, Where is the „eat of holineſs, 1 


in the head, or the heart, or the conſcience; in the 
inward or the outward man? We reply; The ſeat of 
holineſs is not in any one of them, but in all of them; 
it is a lead en that leavens the whole lump. The holy 
man hath a ſanctified, enlightned underſtanding, to 
_ diſcern ſpiritual things, which before he hated ; a ſanc- 
tified memory, to mind heavenly things, which before 
was only earthly; a ſanctified conſcience, awakned to 
check for ſin, and excite to duty; a ſanctified lip, to 
ſpeak of God, and to ſpeak to him, and for him; a 
ſanctified life, to glorify God. 
4. We may view it inſthe parts of! it, whicha are two; 
a ceaſe ing to do evil, and a learning to uo well. The for- 
mer is the privative, and the latter the poſitive part of 
It,—There is the privative part of holineſs, which, is 
called mortification ; that is, a heart purged from the 
love of every ſin, and a life purged from the practice 
of dyery 925 "tin is left | in the heart, but is not loved 
| B e 
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1 nor liked ; nay, 6! is hated and diſliked: it may re- 
main, but cannot reign where holineſs is. - There is 
the poſtive part of holineſs, which is called vivefca- 
iin, or a living unto God, by a life of dependence on 
him, and a life of obedience to him. The man not 
only cegſes to do evil, but he learns to do well. It is, in 
BW ſhort, a waking with God, a walking with Chriſt, and 
=. a walking in the Spirit. ---Aﬀter this hint of the nature 
= of holineſs, I proceed, 

III. To the third thing, which, was, To ew his 
= this is the law of the houſe; and why it is here ingemi- 
nate and doubled, with a Behold, Ibis is the law of the 
| houſe. For clearing this head, you would | conſider 
three things; 1. What lau it is that is called the law 

; of the houſe. 2. How holinefs i is the law w of the Pole. 

3. Phe reaſon why this is redoubled. a 
14, What law it is that is called % law of the luste. | 
For the clearing of this, ye would conſider three laws 
| that the houle of God hath ways had ſome concern a 
N | | "$5 

==; There i is a Jon ſos which Os honſe' is deliver- I 
eg; that is, the law of works, or the covenant of works: 
this is the law they are delivered from; Ve are not | 7 
t 

d 

a 


under the law, but under grace, Rom vi. 14. They 
are not under it, to be either juſtified or condemned; 
they are neither under the command of it, to be juſti- 
lied by their obediente ; nor under the threatning of | 9 
Ait, to be condemned for their diſobedience. Their ti- 8 
tile to eternal life ſtands upon Chriſt's doing and obe- 2 
Aience; therefore they have nothing to do with the ds n 
and live of that covenant : their ſecurity from eternal || = 
death ſtands upon Chriſt's dying and ſuffering ; there- || 4 
fore they have nothing to do with the penalty of that Je 
covenant, I thot do nat, thou ſbalt die. Chriſt has de- 0 
©  * livered them from the curſe of the law, being made || 7: 
2a curſe for them.” This law of works required holi- Þ /*c 
nei, indeed, in perfection; but in ſuch a form, and IR 
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| MM under ſuch a penalty, that, if there were no other law | Gi 
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8 The Law 782 Na. eee, 
be — loſt.” By this law, holineſs is lol, e 
cauſe the law is violated ; and therefore, by the deeds 
thereof, 79 fleſh ſball be juſtified in God's light: for fin” 
ners to be juſtified by works, or, by the law, is a con- 
tradiction; the law can never juſtify a breaker of it» 
unleſs he have a perfect righteouſneſs from another 
quarter and ſource than himſelf; therefore, | 
2. As there is a law from which the houſe is de- 
livered, viz, the law of works; ſo there is a law by 
which the houſe is recovered and relieved, namely, the 
| law of faith, or the covenant of grace. Of both theſe 
laws, which are clearly diſtinguiſhed by the apoſtle, 
you read, Rom. iii. 27. Where is boaſting then? it 
is excluded; by what law? of works? nay, but by 
© the law of faith.” This law of faith is nothing elſe 
but the covenant of grace, and the doctrine of the gof- 
pet. In a word, it is the promiſe, Gal. iii. 21, And it 
is called a lau, both in oppoſition to the covenant of 
works, to how, that believers are not under the Jaw c? 
works, but the law of grace ; and alſo to ſhew, that 
| the free promiſes of the goſpel are a lay that God 
makes to himſelf in the behalf of ſinners, or an act of 
the parliament. of heaven. Acts of grace palt there 
| require no condition on the ſinner's part, but only of 
the-Surety, whoſe blood and righteouſneſs i is the con- 
dition of all the promiſes of GSd; which, | therefdre, 
are ſaid to be yea and amen in "Chrihh, to the-ghry | 
of Cad. And it is called a law o faith,. becaule the 
goſpel, properly, is not a law to be obeyed; but 
a law to he believed.. It is not a Jaw of com- 
- mands, to be fulfilled by us; but a law of pro- 
- | miſes, to be fulfilled upon us, in a way of free grace 
| | and therefore, here nothing is to be wrought or expect 
ed by works, but all things to be expected by grace; 
or believed, upon the faithtulneſs of a promiſing God; 
To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 7 
ficth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs, 
Rom. 4. 5. This lau of faith is ſo much the Jaw of 
ne! 8 h ide this is the very law that erects the 
: EL B 2 9985 houſe 
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wh oe + it 2 upon 8 Jaw of ach; J mean, up: 


on the free promiſe of God, which is the object and 


ground of faith. All the privileges and immunities of 
the houſe are owing to the law of faith. By the law 


of faith, or goſpel-promiſe, ſinners are warranted to 
come in to the moſt holy. place, and fo they come to 


be made moſt yo people In this law, holineſs is 


omiſed ; by it, holineſs is wrought. -In this law of 
aith, faith itſelf is promiſed, or grace and ſtrength to 


believe; Thy people ſhall be willing in the day of 
* thy power, Pſal. cx. 3. When J am lifted up, 1 
will draw all men after me, John xii. 32. This abſo- 


Jute promiſe is infinitely diſpenſed to ſinners, that they 
may look unto, and rely upon this conquering power 
and drawing grace of C 0d.---By this law of faith, I ſay, 


the houſe is delivered. Again, 


3. There is a law'by which the houſe i is governed; 


L namely, the law of love: I mean, the moral lau, as it 


is a rule of life and holineſs, not a rule of acceptance 


| (this were to make it a covenant of works) but a rule 
of obedience, in the hand of Chriſt. This is the law, 


which, by Moſes, is reduced to ten words, ten com- 
mandments: and I call it a /aw laue, becauſe our 


Lord Jeſus reduced it into two words; namely, love 
10 God, and love to our neighbour : and the apoſtle re- 


Hes | it to one word, viz. love ; The end of the com- 


mandment is kve, 1 Tim. i. 9, And again, Ive 15 the 


8 Fulfilling of the law, by which the honte is governed. It 
may be called a lau of love, becauſe, as love is the 


cord, by which Cod draws his houſhold to obedience ; 


fo Jove is the motive. that engages them to obey it : 
they obey, not from Nlaviſh fear, like theſe that are un- 
der be yoke of the law, as a covenant; but love, 


which caſts out fear. Chriſt's yoke is caſy, becauſe it 
is a loving yoke ; not driving by violence, but draw- | 
ing them kindly by the cord of love in every duty; not | 
requitipg rigorouſly, under pain of death and damna- 


tion, but conſtraining ſweetly with delight to do the 
: will of God.” It is not a 3 i requiring obe- 


dience, 
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nh but ring no ſtrength, and ſeeking 8585 with- 


out ſtraw; but a gracious law, lined with love and 


grace, promiſing ſtrength to obey, working in them both 
to will and to do. Hence his commandments are not grie- 
vous; duties are not SrAVamEnOus 3 ordinances are not 


a heavy burden; but rather like a * chariot paved with 
love for the daughters of Jeruſalem.”- This is the 


law by which the houſe is governed pleaſantly and 
opeaceably ; for he that hath * the government upon 


his ſhoulders, is the Prince of peace. | 
The conſideration of theſe three laws may clear 


our view about the law of the houſe": the law, from 
which the houſe is delivered, is the law of works, or 
- covenant of works; the law, by which .the houſe is 
delivered and recovered, is the law of faith or cove- 
nant of grace; and the law, by which the houſe is go- 
._ verned, is the Jaw: of love, or moral law, as a rule in 
the band of a lovin g Jeſus. Now, by the violation of 

the firſt of theſe, 5 was loſt ; by the publication 


of the ſecond, holineſs is reſtored; - and by the pro- 


Be mulgation of the third, holineſs is rein and eſta- 


bliſhed as a rule, for directing the hou old. in 2s 
way of holineſs. This leads me, 
2dly, To the ſecond queſtion here, viz. Hou Hol T- 


| NESS is the law of the houſe ? For clearing this, it is ö 
neceſſary to remember, that the threefold law that I 


have mentioned, is fitly preſented to us in the word of 
God. For, by the firſt, we are convinced of our unho- 
lineſs ; by the law is the knowledge of fin. By the /c- 
cond, we are enlightned to ſee where holineſs is to be 
had, namely, in the holy covenant, the holy Jeſus, 


whom God hath given to be the covenant of the ßes - 
ple, as the goſpel declares. By the third, we are di- 
_ refted in the way of holineſs. The jr/t is not the 
lau of the houſe ; for, they are delivered from it; on - 
ly God makes oe of it as a mean ſubſervient to bring 


ſinners to Chriſt, or to bring them to his houſe, where 
thetonly law is the two laſt ; the law of faith, and the 


8 of love. Now, the Piritual houſe of God is a ho- 
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N dan ng, where holy faith, and 10 of She Boks 

comprehend all the holineſs of the houſe : and, be- 
cauſe it is to be built up in the mo/# holy faith, there- 
fore the law of faith, or covenant of grace is the law of 
the houſe, diſcovering the object and the ground of 
faith: and, becauſe it is to be built up in a moſt Holy 
obedience, therefore the lau ꝙ our love, or moral Jaw, 
as a rule, is the law of the houſe, directing and binding 
them to this obedience : in the former, holineſs is pro- 
miſed ; in the latter, holineſs is iujoined. 
{ 3. As40:the law of faith, or the goſpel, holineſs is 
do be conſidered, as the privilege of the houſe; and by 
this law of faith it is viewed as a purchaſed privilege, 
as 2 promiſed privilege, as a privilege frecly conferred, 
and a privilege freely continued. 

2. As to the lau of love, or moral law, n is 
to be conſidered as the duty of the houſe ; for, holi- 
neſs is the matter of the law; holineſs is the end of 
it; holineſs is the ſam of it; it forbids nothing but 
 unholinels; As he that has called you is holy, fo be 

* ye holy in all manner of converſation ; becauſe it is 
< written, Be ye holy, for I am holy,“ 1 Pet. i. 15. | 
The law of love muſt be a holy law ; for, as all un- | 
holineſs is compriſed in enmity to God and man, ſo all 
holineſs is compriſed in love to God and man. 

Zaly, The third queſtion here was, Why is it IN E- | 
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MINATE and daubled ? * This is the law of the houſe; 
\ behold,” this is the law of the houſe: 2 Why is it 
twice proclaimed in the text? 

1. It imports, That this law of the houſe reſpeMng 
holineſs, is an indi/þerfible law; theref: re it is noti- 
fied ;-and again notified with a Behold, that none may 
pretend i ignorance. The moral law, Oy conſi- 
dered, is eternally binding. 

2. It imports, That ye are deaf and dull of bearing; ; 
or, © hearing, we do not hear; but, like the deaf adder, 

- © ſtop our ear at the voice of the charmer ;* and at 
the beſt are ready to forget that #his is tbe law of the 


. ＋ e We are * of it again and _ 
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1 15 The Law of God's Houſe. a : BE "IA 
3. It imports, That there is danger in neglecting 

this advertiſement; and, in being remiſs and ſlack in 

the ſtudy of holineſs,” it endangers the houſe; for, 
though the houſhold of faith are all well intitled to 
heaven, and well ſecured from hell, yet the /aw of the 
houſe hath a ſanction ſuitable to the children of the fa- 
mily; If his children forſake my law, and walk not 
iin my judgments; if they break my ſtatutes, and 
keep not my commandment: then will I viſit their 
tranſgreſſions with the rod, and their iniquity with 
« ſtripes,* Pſal. Ixxxix. 30, 32. The rod of God is 

terrible, even to his children. * ee 

4. It may import, That this is the beginning and 
the end of true religion: therefore, that this 1s the lau 
ef the houſe, is both at the beginning and the end of 
the text. Here is the preface, This rs the law of the 
houſe; here is the concluſion of the whole matter, Be- 
hold, this is the law of the houſe: This boundary is 
{et round about the houſe of God; and; HoLINESS 
TO THE LorD, muſt be the motto of the houſe, 
from the top to the bottom thereof. This leads, | 
Iv. To the fourth thing propoſed, namely, the ex- 
tent of this law of holineſs, © Upon the top of the 
* mountain, the whole limit thereof round about ſhall 
© be moſt holy.“ I think, in general, this ſpeaks out 

| the univerſality of that holineſs God calls for IN his 
houſe.--»It ſhould be univerſal /ubjeFively, the whole 

heart, and all the faculties of the ſoul, ſnould be en- 

gaged in the ſtudy of holinefs ; we are to love the 
Lord our God, with all our heart, foul, ſtrength, and 

* mind.”---It ſhould be univerſal o/jedFively, with re- 
ſpect to all the commands of God; Then ſhall I not 

be aſhamed, when I have reſpect to all thy com- 

* mandments,' without exception, without limitation. 

At ſhonld be univerſal intenſvely, with the utmoſt 

intenſeneſs of ſon], following the Lord with full pur- 

« pole of mind; I ſaid, I will take heed to my ways; 

* T have ſworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep 

thy righteous judgments. . nd it mult be __ 
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16, . The 2 70 Gof's e 5 Fe 
Gal; extenſively, with reſpect to all times and . 
| companies and occaſions, places and circumſtances, --- 
Tie /aw of the houſe binds to holineſs univerſal in all 
j 1 ” theſe reſpects. 
But more particularly, the extent of this holineſs i in 
the houſe of God, as here expreſſed, * Upon the top 
* oy of the mountain, the whole limit thereof round a- 
bout, ſeems to me to import an univerſality reſpe&- 
ing every thing, thatrelates To the houſe of Cod, the 
church of God: the expreſſion ſuits the Old: Teſta- 
Ss - © ment diſpenſation, which the material temple ſtood 
= upon, the top of the · mountain; but the goſpel-mean- 
ug thereof, as it reſpects the New-Teſtament church, 
ſeems to be, that every thing about God's houſe, from 
the top to the bottom, ſhall be moſt rg as be- 
Ws, Ty comes the ſpiritual temple of God.” It ſays 
I. That all the ers ſhall be moſt holy; mini- 
. Ners, elders, deacons; * Be je clean, ye that bear the | 
e veſſels of the Lord,” Iſa. Iii. 11. And hence, when 
God cumes to purge and purify his church, he is ſaid 
particularly to parrify the ſons of Levi, Mal. iii. 3. Sure- 
| ly we, whoſe office is to go up to the top of the mount, 
3 ought to have holy feet to tread ſuch a holy place; 
8 1 that it may be faid of us, How. beautiful, on the moun- 
"i pu! tains, are the feet-of them that preach the goſpel of peace! 
+ Alas! many officers in God's houſe awong us, that | 
have moſt of the beauty of holineſs about them, God 
1 4 is faſt taking them away. He ſeems to be taking. a- 
2 way; the gold and ſilver, and leaving the droſs: and, 
- when he is taking down ſuch as were props and pil- |. 
lars in the houſe, what ſhall. we think, but that the | 
-. houſe is like to fall about our ears, and heavy judg- 
ments at the door, when the righteous are taken away 
7 from the evil to come? But, 
1 2 It fays, that all the members of the houſe ſhall be 
© moſt holy, all the children of the family; * Say ye to 
e the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy ſalvation cometh: ; 
and they ſhall call them the holy people, tbe redeem - 


# : 5 echt the Lord,” Ila, ii. 11. TT inhabitant of the 
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of Chriſt, mult Yepart from iniquity.” It ſays, that 
not only minifters ſhould be holy, but peaple ſhould 
be holy; not only the fop of the mount, but the whole 
limit thereof round about. 
walls of Zion muſt be holy, otherwiſe they are not 
indwellers, like children; bur only incomers; like dogs; 
that ſhall be baniſhed out with diſgrace} e never * 


mitted to the higher heuſe. 
3. It fays; That all the courts and ici of 
the houſe ſhould be moſt holy; {ynods moſt holy; and 


general afſemblics of the houſe moſt holy; upon the 
top of the mount, the whole limit thereof round a- 


3 oy 1 When theſe" courts and Judicatories of the 
| houſe, or afſemblies of the church, whether inferior 
or ſuperior ones, are moſt holy, and purged with the 
ſpirit of judgment, and ſpirit of burning, then they 

are entitled to heaven's | 


rotection; The Lord will 
create upon every dwelling- place in moꝑat Zion, and 


© upon her aſſembſies, a cloud and ſmoke by day, 3 A 


© the ſhining of a flaming fire By night, Iſa. iv. 4, 5. 


But when in days of degeberaey, corruption, and de- 


faction, like ours, they r e unboly, ew! they 
Ee 


It ſays,” That all The 447 Md Futures © of the 


Bobu are to! be moſt holy. And indeed the acts of 
aſſemblies and judicatories of the chureh are to be re- 
garded only according to their holineſs, and 3 | 
a and 


; „to the teſtimony :' if they ſpeak not according to this 


bleneſs'to the holy word of God; To the | 
„word, it is becaufe there is no light in them? Iſa. 


viii. 20. Acts iſſued even from the top of the moun- 
tain, if they be not according to the law of the houſe, 


are to be rejected, oppoſed, and proteſted againſt, as the 


commandments of men, and not the commandments of 
God; In controverſy they ſhall ſtand in judgment, and 


* eh ſhall Tale it according to wy judgmetits': And 
Mics Tn Ce... 
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| 8. Low of gal Houſe. | 17 
houſe, every believer, every member of Chriſt, every 
profeſſor of Chriſt, © every one that nameth the name 


All that enter within the = 
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they ſhall keep my laws and my ſtatutes in all mine 
_ <* aſſemblies,” Ezek. xliv./23, 24;.Aud; indeed, it is but 


a diſmal time, when the children of Zion are obliged 


to plæad with their mother, and even proteſt againſt 
| Her acts and ſtatutes, - | 

5. It ſays, That all the * and ordinances of the 
booſe ſhould be moſt holy; I mean, the form of doc- 
trine, the form of 'worſhip, the form of diſcipline, the 
Form of government, that they be according to the 
ſcripture: pattern; as it was ſaid to Moſes concerning 


the form of the tabernacle, © Look that thou make it 


< after the pattern that was ſhewed thee in the mount,” 


Exod, xxy 40. compared with Acts vil. 44, Heb. 


vin. 5. The doctrine, ſound and lively; z worſhip, pure 
and iritual; 4 diſcipline, powerful and impar tial; and 
government, beautiful and orderly, is the outward 
glory of the church: and God hath — 4 c Upon all 
the glory there ſhall be a defence, Iſa. iv. 5. But in 
Jo far as the fences are taken away, in as far is the 
glory departed from Iſrael, and the ark of God taken by 
the Philiftines, within or without the houſe, The holi- 
neſs of the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and govern- 
ment of the houſe, comprehending the © top of the 
mount, and th whole mit thereof, ought to be de- 
fended, and contended for, chat it de not ſpoiled, cor- 
-rupted, and: defaced by theſe who make themſelves 
famous for lifting up hammers and ; axes upon the 
* carved: work; and the rather, that the church of 


Scotland, particularly, has been ſo often in our refor- -|- 


mation-days ſolemnly. ſworn, by national covenant, to 
the defence thereof, againſt all antichiiſtian, unſcrip- 
. tural; and unholy forms and orders whatſoever. - 
4-6: Ir ſays, That all the chambers and roums of the 
bouſe ſhould be moſt holy; I-mean, all the ordinances 
ol the houſe, whether public, or private, or ſecret ; 
'which are like ſo many chambers and rooms of the 
Houſe to be kept clean and moſt holy; for, He w 
be ſanctiſied of all them that come nigh him, Lev. 


x. 3. The outer rooms and public chambers Rs 
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chamber of meditation, the chamber. of prayer, ſhall 

all be moſt holy, and occupied iu the moſt holy man- 
ner. Not only all the public rooms, but all the ſe · 
cret cloſets of the houſe, ſhall be moſt holy ; not only 


the top of the mount, but the whole limit thereef round 
about ; whatever part of the houſe we enter, is to be 


molt holy, in the exerciſe of faith, love, and all the 


holy graces of the Spirit, and in ſpiritual endeavours, | 
through grace, to get all that are about the houſe 


made holy, and all things that are within the houſe, 
the top of the mount, the whole limit thereof roun 


about; this is the law of the houſe.“ The Lord 


knows bow little it is obſerved now! 

V. The ih thing propoſed, was, to touch a Ke 
tle at the privilege of acceſs to the moſt holy Place. This 
being a ſpecial part of the goſpel that lies in the text, 
bid under this Old-Teſtament phraſe; I would open 
it ia theſe two or three remarks. 


1. „That acceſs to the moſt holy . 18 nothing x 


cc elſe but acceſs to the maſt holy Cod; and, therefore, 
< it is the moſt glorious privilege that a ſinner cau be 


* advanced unto.“ Che ſanctuary, or holy of holies in 


the Old-Teſtament temple, was a ſymbol and type of 
the gracious preſence of God; and to come to that, 
was to come to God: and the holy of holies is, in the 
New Teſtament, called a throne 57 grace, Heb. iv. 16. 


And what is it to come to throne of grace, or mercy- 
| ſeat, but juft to come to a merciful God, a gracious 


God in Chriſt ? Therefore it is there ſaid, Let us 
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may ob- 


| © tain mercy, and find grace to help in the time of 


"The Law of God's Hauſe... GR ST 19. 
lemn 1 word, and ſacraments; the more pri- 
vate chambers of ſpiritual conferetice, and family: wor- 
ſhip - and the ſecret chambers of retired, devotion, the: 


* need.” Where will we find mercy or grace, but 


with a merciful and gracious God ? This is then the 
moſt holy place to which there is acceſs. 


Remark 2, © That acceſs to the moſt holy place i is 


4 by the blood f J 72 t. The 9 under the law, 
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1 went into the 2 wats place with the Bled 97 Bulls 407 
goats ; ; but, Chriſt, our High- prieſt, having entred, 
< by. his own blood, into the holy place, Heb. is. 12. 
© we have holdneſs to enter into the holieſt by the 
© blood of Jeſus,” Heb. x. 19. that is, in the faith of 
bis blood; a Juſtice-fatisfying blood, and fin-expiating 
blogd, even we guilty ſinners have freedom 10 come 
to 2 juſt aud holy God, and boldneſs to expect grace 
and glory, as the purchaſe of that blood ; that blood 
which is Juſtice- ſatisfying, ſin. ex piating, God-glori- 
fying, ſinuer- ſanctifying, heaven · purchaſing. 
"Remark 3, © That acceſs to the moſt holy place is 
-< the privilege of the whole church.” The Whole fa- 
mily, a within the houſe, have acceſs either pro- 
- claimed or obtained. All within the viſible church, 
though but in the onter-court, have acceſs proclaim- 
ed; Mhoſcever will, let him comg, And all within the 
church inviſible, viz. bciicyers, being in the inner- 
court, have accels obtained, and daily admiſſion to the 
holy place. Only the high prieſt under the law had 
_ acceſs to the holy place, and that once a year only; 
"but now all believers, being a royal prigſthuod, and 
made kings and priefts unto their Gad, have acceſs, not 
once a-year, Heb. ix. 7. nor once a month, but, may 
be, once a-week, once a day; yea, ſeveral times a-day ; . 
rhaps twenty times in one commuulon- day; even as 


5 oft as they get grace to act faith upon a God in Chriſt. 


This privilege 15 the whole church is here repreſent- 
ed by the top of the mount, and the whole limit 
thereof round about, having the privilege of the ho- | 
17 P lace. ; F 

_ Remark 4. © The privilege of acceſs to the moſt 
e holy place, is not only now extended to all perſons 


F = within the houſe, at all times ; but alſo every where. 


all places where the church or children of God 
4 are.“ Not only the top of the mount, but the whole 
mit round about, is the moſt holy place. Under the 
law, only the ſanctuary was the moſt holy, but under 
|. the goſ pel the whole Mountain * be ſo, and the 

| | whole. 
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whole Jams. theres round about g in as much as, where · 
ever the believer is, in public or in ſecret, there he hath 
acceſs io the moſt holy place, the molt holy God; ac-, 


cording to what our Lord ſaid to the woman of San 


maria, John iv. 21. Woman, believg me, the hour 
© cometh, when ye ſhall neither in this mountain, nor 

© yet at Jeruſalem, worſhip the Father; but the true 
5 WORN N every where ſhall worſhip. him in ſpirit 
and truth.“ The holy place was formerly hid ia a 


corner of the temple; for, the holy God hid himſelf 


in a corner, as it were, under the dark diſpenſation. 


but now the holy place, the holy God, is every where 


to be, ſeen, and enjoyed iu Chriſt, The wail of the tem- 

is rent in twain, by the death of Chriſt ; and the 
Holy of holies is expoſad, that whuſoever will may come 
and ſee, come and partake, come and enjoy God thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt, through whom the door of acceſs is o- 
pened to us Gentiles, as well as it was to the Jews; 
Through him we both haveacceſs, by ore ſpirit, un- 
to the Father, Eph. ii. 8. The moſt holy place is 
not now confined to the toþ of the mountgin, where the 


temple ſtood, but extended to the whole mountain, and 
the whole limit thereof round about, This is the 


© Jaw of the houſe,” che privilege of the: houſe accord- 
ing to the law of faith, or coveuant of grace, where» 


in the grace of God, that bringeth falvation, hath ap- 
; * peared unto all men,” O has it ſo appeared unto 
Fou this day, as that you find you have got accels to 
the moſt holy place! Then ſurely you are obliged to 


be the moſt holy people. Hence, 
VI. The ſixth head propoſed, was, To ſhow, that 


this privilege; of accefs to the moſt holy place, obliges 


the whole houſhold of God, that are thus privileged, 


to be the muſt holy people. This grace of God that 


hath appeared to all men. does not, cannot, lead to li- 
centiouſneſs, but teaches to deny all ungodlineſs and 


* worldly luſts; and to live ſoberly, righfeouſſy, and 


* godly in this preſent world,” Tit. ii. 11, 12. This 
ar coat of accels to che moſt holy o lace brings us, 


not 


| 
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| Chriſt are under 
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not only under greatet obligations to kolinek than, 


' Pagans, that are far from the moſt holy place; not 


only under greater obligations to holineſs than profe/- 
fors, who only are admitted to the outer court, aud 
not to the moſt holy place; and not only under great- 
er obligations to holineſs that  Zews, who were only 
admitted, by the high- prieſt, to the holy place in the 
material temple; but alſo it lays us under great 
er obligations to holineſs than Adam in a ſtate of in- 
nocency, ſuppoſe we were as innocent as he before 


- the fall, and that the covenant of works were on the | 


field, promiſing life to our perfect obedience; for when 
you are admitted to the moſt holy place, then ye ſee 
everlaſting righteouſ neſs, and perfect obedience wrought 


| to your hand, and eternal life purchaſed to your hand; 
and therefore are obliged; by the law of love and gra- 


titude, to ferve the God that hath ſaved you, and not 


to work hard for your life. And which of theſe are 
the ſtrongeſt ties to love and obedience, namely, to find 


God ſaying, Do, and do perfectly, and yon ſhall have 
eternal life for your pains ? or, to find God giving you 


| Hfe, ſalvation, righteouſneſs, and all in Chriſt; and, 


from the faith thereof, kindling love in your ſoul, and 

conſtraining you to ſerve him in gratitude ?. If this be 

the ſtrongeſt obligation to holineſs, then believers in 
ee obligations to holineſs than 

ever Adam was in a ſtate of innocency. + 

. Acceſs to the moſt holy place gbliges us to be the 

moſt holy people, both elſeRively and n. 


tively. 


ple Effedively and powerfully ; "for, when one hath 
acceſs to the moſt holy place, then he ſees the glory of 


God ; and, beholding this glory, he is changed into 


* the ſame i image, from glory to glory,. by the Spirit 


* of the Lord,” 2 Cor. iii. 18. Thus, what the law teach- 
es preceptively, the goſpel teaches effectively. It is 
ſaid of theſe that are mounted to the upper tory of 


the houſe of God, to heaven, they are like him, becauſe 


my ſee his as he is, Being come to the moſt holy 
| place, 
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place, they fee the molt holy God, and are made like 
him in holinefs. This privilege is commenced in the 
lower houſe; the more that believers ſee the moſt ho- 
Iy God in the moſt holy place, or the glory of God in 
the tace of Chriſt, the more they are like unto kim, 
When they come boldly to the throne of grace, or to the 
holy of holies, then they obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help them, and grace to ſtrengthen in all the duties of 
holineſs. All their holineſs comes from that moſt holy 
place, to which they have acceſs. And thus it ob- 
ges them to holinefs ſweetly, powerfally, neceffarily. 
and effectively. 
2. Argumentatively, it obliges them to he the wat | 
Holy people; for, acceſs to the moſt holy place furniſh- 
es them with an argument drawn from equity; What! 
* (hall we that are dead to fin, live any longer there- 
in?“ Rom, vi. 2. Have we, by acceſs to: God, got a 
dead ſtroke given to the tyrant ſin? and, ſhall we re- 


turn to that flavery? God. forbid. Aecels to the moſt 


holy place furniſhes with an argument drawn from 
Eratitude; Shall 1 thus requite the Lord, O foolifh 
"and unwiſe? Is he not my Father that hath bought 
me!? Deut. xxxii. 6. Has he allowed me acceſs to 
kim, and ſhall I ſpurn at ſuch bowels, and ſpit on the - 
face of fuch love ?. At the moſt holy place the man 
fees that there is mercy with Got that he may be feared 
aud obeyed, and ſo is encouraged to duty; and there 
be ſees that it is God that worketh in him both to wil 
and to do: there he ſees that the law he is under is not 
a law of works, but a hw of love, where all the 
commands are love commands; I ye love me, keep my © 
' commandments : and the threatnings, love-threatnings, 
not of vindictive wrath, but of fatherly diſpleaſure. 
The law-threatening of hell, and vindictive wrath, 
works wrath and enmity, which is the height of diſo- 
bedlence; while the man fears that God will damn him, 
he flees from God as an enemy: but goſpel threat 
nings, if we may ſo call them, work upon love and 
Inflame i it, While the believer fears, in a filial manner, 
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= faying, O! ſhall I incur my Father's diſpleaſure, and 
t provoke him to hide his face, and deny me that 
„ Kgracious preſence of his, which is even a heaven 
upon earth to me? At the moſt holy place, the 
| believer ſees God clothed with a garment, of ſalvation, 
cCompaſſed with love and grace, and riding, as it were, 
in the chariot of a free gracious. promiſe; not a pro- 
= miſc of life upon our doing, but a piomiſe of grace 
do do, and of glory to crown our doing ; and of grace 
aud glory both, as the reward of Chriſt's doing all.--- 
ma word, when we have acceſs to the moſt holy place, 
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ve ſes the place encircled, with blood, the, mercy-ſeat | 
ſprinkled with blood, and that by this blood the infi- 
|.  nitezuſlice of God is fully fatisfied, and that. we have 

to do with him as a reconciled God and friend; and 
therefore, our obligation is not under the authority of 

= an angry judge, but the authority of a loving father, 
© teſtifying his everlaſting love te us, ty drawing with 

= thus kindly drawn ?---Why then, this privilege of ac- 

= Cceſs.to the moſt holy. place, lays us under the ſtricteſt 
and flrongeſt obligation to be the moſt holy people. 
And, behold, this is the law of the houſe: the bond 


j 
: 
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= 
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' of love is the firongelt bond. 
VII. I-come now to the application of the ſubject. 
And we ſhall apply it, in the firſt place, by deducing 
g a few inferences for formation. Is it ſo, That uni- 
d. *wer/al holineſs is ſo much he eftabliſhed law of God's houſe, 
= That the whole family being privileged with acceſs ta the 
| ma holy place, are under the ftrangeſt obligation to be the 
ll mf bo foe? Then, 
1. Hence ſee, that God's houſe is not a lawleſs houſe, 
= and believers in Chriſt, are not without law to God, 
but under the law to Chriſt ;' as the apoſtle ex preſ- 
ſes it, The doctrine of | grace is no doctrine of licen- 
'- ' giouſneſs: though many reproach goſpel doctrine with 
2 a flouriſh of words, in their harangues on morality, 
under pretence of putting honour upon the law, while 
Jet they neither under ſtand law nor goſpel, but 2555 
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Fo The Low 4 Houſe. . 
rably confound and blend them together. Do we make 
void the law, through faith? Are we lawleſs Antino- 
mians, becauſe we declare the freedom of the houſe 
from the law of works ? Alas! many, in their igno- 
rant zeal for this law, diſcover their little acquaintance. 
with the law of the houſe. - ,_ | 

2. Hence fee, that if univerſal holineſ+ be the.law of . 
the houſe; becauſe of the univerſal acceſs there is to the 
holy. place; then, how few appear to be of the beouſbold 


. Godin our day; which is a day of univerſal unholi? 


neſs, univerſal wickedneſs, univerſal profanity, and im- 
piety. ; Oh! how few in our day go in to the moſt 
" place, ſince few appear to be x moſt holy people! 
Where there is no acceſs to the moſt holy place, 
there is no bolineſs: where little acceſs, little bon EO 
nes 86 
1 "ASM ſee, the difference detwine FP e 3 
of works and the covenant of grace, in reſpect of the 
place that holineſs bath in the one and the other, The 
former, being, Do, and live; therein du oy. opens the 
door to privilege, and man behoved firſt to be holy, 
before he could be admitted to the holy place: but 
the latter, being Live, and do; therein privilege opens 
the door to duty, and men muſt firſt have acceſs to 
| the holy place, before they can be a holy people; for 
they muſt firſt; come to Chriſt, or to God in Chriſt, I 
which is the holy of holies, and from hence bring all _ 
their holineſs. That is one of the reaſons why goſ- 
pel- miniſters preach ſo much upon goſpel. privileges, 
and upon faith in Chriſt entring into the holy place, 
becauſe this faith works by love, and is the root of all 
true holineſs ; for, when faith looks into the moſt 
holy place, there it ſees the law hidden in the ark, Je- 
ſus. Chriſt, and ſafely kept there; and the believer 
finds, that, by lying in the warm boſom of Chrift, it. 
.is turned into a law of love. 
4. Hence fee, that it is not /a afe 10 be without the 
church of God: for, as it.is the houſe where God dwells, 
a it is beſt cating. * God dwells ; ſo there is | 
cceis 


„ Fhe: Law of God's Houſs. 
__ _ acceſs to the moſi holy place to be found there, v2 
the top of the mount, and the whote limit thereof round 
| about,' As long as God dwells in a church, and gives 
evidence of his preſence in. theſe ordinances, let us bleſs 
him for d da ſinall things, and wait upon him, 
who yet hides himſelf, in many reſpects, from the houſe 
of Facol: Let us pity thoſe: who are without the 
church; for, without are: dogs, and they can have: no 
view of the holy place; and, where no viſion is, tir 
_ people periſh, And pity theſe who are only within the 
outer walls of the church, in the outer court, and ne- 
ver got grace to enter into the moſt holy place; and 
allo theſe who have been within, but have gone out, 
aud ſeparate from the church; I mean, even ſeparatiſts 
from the church of Scotland, ſome upon a kind of | 
independent footing, and others affecting novelties, he- 
taking themſelves to Engliſh popiſh ceremonies, and 
new modes of-worſhip: | At the fame time many true 
friends to preſbytery are on the borders of ſeparating 
from this eſtabliſhed church, upon a difguſt at the 
defections of the day; and it is to be lamented, that 
many ſtumbling - blocks have beet laid in peoples way; 
and it is ſare, when a peculiar church, like Romiſſi 
Babylon, comes to be wholly- corrupt, then that rule 
for ſeparation will held, Come out from among them, 
my: people. This was what juſtified our glorious refor- 
mation from Popery, It this caſe; it is not a ſinful 
ſeparating from the church of God, but a dutiful ſepa- 
rating from the chapel of the Devil. Aud t own, that, 
as matters ftand at preſent in the church of Scotland, 
we ſeem to be on the very brink of a ſchiſm > but, 
whatever tenderneſs. I deſire to ſhow to weak con- 
ſciences; in many circumſtances, I have never, as yet, 
ſeen ground to preach feparation, whatever ground I 
«Ke to teſtify againſt the corruptions and defections of 
the day, I hope God hath not yet leſt the houſe ; he 
is yet to be found in theſe-galleries of his houſe, the 
ordinances of his worſhip. Mean time, I have a con- 
cer n particularly for theſe that are mourning _ ” 
F | > | ele c- 
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defectious and defilements of the houſe, and keeping 
the cleaneſt rooms they can find therein, and whoſe 
lot is to have officers obtruded upon them, and have 
not the goſpel, but the law, or mere moral harangues, 
preached to them; and I deſire to pray they may be 
directed to thcir * n en 280 T his leads me 
a pd "FS 
A word. of 0 which is the next * 5 
| would make of the doctrine. Even on a communion- 
day, when we are holding communion in the honfe f 
God, we may lament the diſorders and irregularities 
therein, contrary to the law 'of the houſe. Surely the 
houſe of God in our day is a runious houſe, and 
needs to be repaired and reformed. If this be the 
law of the houſe, that every member, every part, 
every room of the houſe, be mo/t holy; then ſurely the 
law of the houſe is broken and violate in our day ; | 
for we may lee the reverſe of the law, even unholineſs, 
upon the top of the mountain, and the whole limit thereof 
rund abaut. Behold, this is the ſad ſtate of the houſe ; 
and, ſince you cannot be duly concerned without 
knowing the circumſtances of it, 1 ſhall hint a little at 
the viſible defects of the viſible part of: the hands a · 
mong us. 
- 1 Oh! where is carne holineſs (to begin athome) 
among the viſible m rs of the honſe !! The law of 
faith, or covenant of grace, proclaiming acceſs to the 
moſt holy place, is the law of the houſe; and yer, 
alas! how little faith is in the houſe ! how little be. 
lieving or entring into the holigft by the blood of Fefus! 
The law of love, or moral law, as a rule of obedience, 
is the law of the houſe ; but, Oh! how little love to 


God 'orman iſſuing from that faith! Does not iniquity 


abound, and the love of many wax cold? There is little 
to be ſeen of fanh's working by love, but much to 
been ſeen of hatred working by unbelief. It is the 
law of that houſe, that we fave one another; but, he- 

hold, how many are devouring one another, through 
eee ay, pride, and contention !---It is the Jaw of 
. D 2 the 


ä The Law of God's Houſe. 
| the houſe more particularly, that we have no other god, 
_ - but the moſt holy God; that we perform no other wor- 
ſhip, but moſt holy worſhip ; that we reverence his 
name, as the moſt holy name; that we ſanctify the 
Sabbath, for a moſt holy reſt all the day. - It is the 
law ef the houſe, that we be moſt holy in every re- 
lative capacity and tation; that we be, according to 
our place, holy magiſtrates, holy miniſters, holy pa- 
rents, holy children, holy maſters, holy ſervants,--.It 
is the law of the houſe, that there be no murder in 
thought, word, or deed: no whoredom, in thought, 
word, or deed : no falſe witneſſes, no covetous heart 
in the houſe ; nothing but the moſt holy place, and 
the moſt holy people : but, ah ! where is the ſpirit of 
Holineſs? And where is the practice of ' holineſs ? 
Where is. the exerciſe of holy graces, holy faith, holy 
love, holy penitency ? Where is holy preaching, holy 
hearing, holy ſinging, holy praying, holy communicat- 
ing, holy walking? I ſuppoſe, when matters are. tho- 
roughly converſed, and ſeriouſly. conſidered, there is 
little to be found among us, but unholy thoughts, un- 
holy words, unholy actions; and little holy lamenting 
over our unholineſs. Again 
2. If we look to the public, may we not find matter 
ol lamentation ? While it is the law of the houſe of 
the God of heaven, that nothing be done therein but 
according to the will of the God of | heaven ; yet many 
things are done, contrary to his will.. It is the law of 
the houſe, that the houſe be kept in repair, and do not 
ly waſte; but, behold, the walls are broken down, and 
che carved work demoliſhed. It is the law of the 


© houſe, that none be reckoned members of the family 


but. theſe that are a holy nation, a royal prieſthood, a 
piritual temple, 1 Pet. ii. g.; at leaſt, with reference 
to the viſible church, that they have a viſible and cre- 
dible profeſſion: it is not theſe that have worldly lord- 
ſhips, lairdſhips, and heritages, that have, upon this 
account, any title to be members of Chriſt's ſpiritual 
houſe and kingdom; for, his kingdom is not of — 1 
225 | | + 5 world; 
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world; his houſe is diſtin therefrom : ſuch may be 
members of God's houſe, but not as they are lords, 
lairds, heritors, gentles, or nobles ; ſome ſuch may be 
called of God into his houſe, but nat many noble, not 
many great men are called, 1 Cor. i. 26. Not many 
| ſtocked with worldly riches or worldly wiſdom : yet 
ſuch, under the name of heritors, if they be but Pro- 
teſtant in profeſſion, though they were Pagans in 
practice, ſeem, in our day, to be declared members of 
God's ſpiritual houſe. But, notwithſtanding, it is the 
law of the houſe of God, Acts i. 15, 26. vi. 3: iv. 23, 
as the original word here demonſtrates, that only the 
true members of the family, wherein every member is 
a maſter, a king, and aprieft to his God, ſhould chuſe 
out from among them, by common ſuffrage, the ſer- 
-vants and ers of the houſe. And, indeed, it is the 
law of every houſe, that no ſervant be obtruded upon 
them by foreigners, againſt the mind of the houſe, or 
againſt the will of the family; much more is it the law 
of God's houſe, that neither prince, patron, nor heri- 
tor, as denominate only from their temporal eſtate, 
ſhould have power over God's ſpiritual houſe, in chu- 
ſing and electing of their ſpiritual ſervants and of- 
ficers, to the excluding of the voice and vote of the 
proper members of the family; yet this law of the 
houſe is manifeſtly violated by ſome late acts in our 
day. Again, it is the law of the houſe, that the dac- 
trine of the goſpel be maintained with zeal, and dam- 
nable doctrine-be rejected with indignation ; yet, how 


much goſpel] doctrine hath been condemned and dark» 


ned in our day; and damnable doctrine, ſuch as that 
of Arianiſm, ſlenderiy cenſured; and many corrupti- 
ons in doctrine either looked over ind tolerate, or not 
_ ſufficiently teſtified againſt; and that in a time when 
the houſe within is polluted with a boundleſs tolera- 
tion of errors without doors? ---It is the law. of the 
houſe, that the oath of God be inviolably maintained, 
and nothing contrary to it be admitted or allowed 
pet, how have our ſolemn oaths to the great God and 


hy 
— 
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"maſter of the houſe, and covenants, both national and 
folemn league, ben: folemaly violate, broken, burat, 
and buried, and a multitude of ſinful and unneceſſary 
oaths received and allowed in the room thereof ? It 
as the Jaw of the howle, that the worſbip of God be moſt 
Holy, and agreeable to the word and will of God ; and 
that no threſhold be ſet up beſides his threſbold, and poſts 
by vis poſts, Exek. xliii. 8. And yet behold abjured 
ſuperſtitious worſhip, and Engliſh Popiſſi ceremonies, 
ſet up in ſeveral places of the nations; and the guilt 
hereof is chargeable upon the houſe, in as far as it is 
not duly regreted, and fo far as poſſible remedied. ---It 


is the law of the houſe, that the diſcip/me therein do 
nut degenerate into cruelty towards the children of the 


family; and yet, what ground to complain, in our 
day, of eccleſiaſtical tyranny exerciſed towards the 
people of God, in ſettling many congregations ? And 
thus Chriſt, in his members, is wounded in the houſe 
of his friends, and liis poor deſpiſed people obliged to 
ay of the watcthmen, They ſinote me, they wounded me, 


. - they took away my vail from me. It is the law of the 


houſe, that the government therein be beautiful, or- 
derly, and holy; and that the ſeveral under-governors 
of the houſe have an orderly walk and converſation, 
both in their private families and in their public ma- 
nagements; and that they be clean that bear the ve/- 
fels of the Lord: yet, how many officers and elders in 
the church live very looſly, and neglect the worſhip of 
God in their families? And ſome of them ſit in our 
national aſſemblies, that yet join with the church of 
England in their ſuperſtitious worſhip, when in that 
nation, to the reproach of the Preſbyterial profeſſion. 
It is the law of the houſe, that 74e and thankſpru- 
ings be appointed therein, when providence calls for it; 


and yet, how is this turned into deſuetude, and the 


church loſing ground, and ſeeming to give up with, 
Joftead of aſſerting and exerting, her iutrinſic power; 


- wand ſeemingly ſurrendring it to the hand of the civil 
magiſtrate, 'whoſe powet ought not to be privative, 
$43.27" 15 N N | | | but 
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but cumnlative, in this matter ? Secular power, and 
ſpiritual, in a Chriftian land, ought to be fweetly ſub- 
ſervient one to another, but ought not to be blended 
or confounded together, not deſtructive one of ano- 
 ther,----It is the law of the houſe, that the Lord and 

King of the kouſe be exaited, and that his royal head - 
hip and ſovereigury be aſſerted, in oppoſition to all 
that aſſume to themſelves a ſovereignty, in all cauſes, 
civil or eccleſiaſtical; yet this duty hath been fearfully 
neglected, and the Lord of the houſe many ways af- 
fronted in his own family It is the law of the houſe, 
that, ſince God orders his own children © plead with 
their mother, when any confuſion takes place in che 
family, in order to the redreſſing of what is grievous 
that the mother regard the pleading and redreſs accords 
ingly: and yet, when the children have done fo in our 
day, ſhe hath given a deaf ear, and deeper wounds, in- 
ſtead of favourable anfwers. - O if this may ſet them 
_ a-pleading with their Father in heaven, who hath ſaid, 

When he builds up Zion, he will appear in bis glory, and 
he will regard the prayer of the deftitute, 4 not deſpiſe 
their prayer: This ſhall le written for the generations 
to come, and the people which ſhall be created ſhall praiſe 
the Lord.---In a word, it is the law of the houſe, that 
there be no /chi/m nor divifeon there, becauſe a houſe 
divided againft itfelf cannot ſtand; and yet, how many 
- diviſions take place? and how many grounds, are dai- 
ly laying down for ſchiſm, and matter of offence given 
by multiplied receſſions from reformation-principles 
and practices? Offences muſt come, but wo. to them by 
whom they come. It were endleſs te ſpeak of all the 
particulars wherein the lawof the houſe is violate; on- 
ly theſe are ſome of the moſt obvious to me, which I 
a ſpeak of as matter of lamentation, that ye may know 
on what account you need to be concerned for the 
houſe of God; and to pray for the welfare of Feruſa- 
lem, and the reparation of her walls. 

This is the ſtate of the houſe viſible in cur day, Uſe 
on the top of the mountain the whole li it the re, is be. 

come 


of 
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come moſt unholy; behold, this is the Nate of the 
houſe, And yer for all this there remains ſome good 


; Bk N 


1 


thing in the church of Scotland, notwithſtanding of 


All theevils that take place; As, 


1. There is a goodly number yet ol. worthy, faith. 
ful, and able minifters of the goſ pel, whereof ſome, 
perhaps, are betrayed by the power of temptation, 


and the ſtrength of carnal reaſoning, to tall in with 


theſe meaſures in the Lord's houſe, which, after calm 


and ſedate conſideration, they will be loth to Jaſtifp, 


and will be ſorry for: Therefore, 
2. There are not a few yet, who are, and will ts, 


witneſſes for God, againſt all the corruptions of the 
Lord's houſe, and ready to give their teſtimony againſt 


the defections of the day wherein we live. 
3. There are pure erdinances adminiſtred in the 


| houſe ; the word and ſacraments adminiſtred accord- 
ing to the golpelinſliradon ; and the docrine of the 


pel preached in purity. 
115 There are ſome ſigns and e now and 


then of the Lord's preſence in theſe ordinances, and of 
his power in the ſanctuary, reviving and ſtrengthning 


the hearts of his hidden ones, and bringing them io 


the chambers of the King, even to the holy of holes. 


BP under the covert of the blood of Jeſus, 


This leads me to an uſe of examination, for trying 
whether or not ye be ſreh members of the houſe of 


God, as have been privileged with acceſs to the inviſi- 
dle part of the houſe, the maſt holy place; and what 
effect this hath wrought upon you, to make you holy, 


as the Lord your God is holy. 
1/2, Have you been admitted to the moſt holy place ? 
Have you got boldneſs to enter into the holieſt by the 


blood of Jeſus, at this e or formerly: It Fg then | 
1 qwill tell you, 


1. You have loſt a/l boldneſs and confidence . in the 


Neſb, Philip. iii. 3.; all confidence in yourſelf, all con- 
fidence in your own righteouſneſs and wothiffels : 
. * keeps Las in countenance before God, but 


your 
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your How of the worthineſs and righteouſneſs of Je- 


2. What way got you into the holy place, or into 
the preſence of the moſt holy God. Surely it is not 
without Hub. Can you ſay, that you was carried into 
the holieſt, as it were, in a chariot paved with laue, and 


the covering thereof was purple? Can you ſay, I ſaw 


| ſomething like a rainbow about the throne of grace, and 
not only a purple covering over my head, but alſo a 


purple pavement under my feet, a pleaſant pavement, 


laid partly with the white marble of the love of God, 
and partly with the red marble of the blood of Chriſt ; 
and, upon this pavement, laid before me in the goſpel, 


my heart went forward to the moſt holy place; and I 


3. Have you ſeen that the 4) of holies is nothing 
elſe but the throne of grace, having grace above it, and 


grace beneath, and grace round about it; and that, 
therefore, the moſt holy place is a place meer for you 
to come to, meet for you to reſt in, for you, unwor- 


thy you, that cannot be ſaved any other way but by 


gra , free grace venting thorow that blood of Je- 
tus ? 1 e 1 

4. Have you ſeen, in that holy place, that the pro- 

miſes of God are all yea and amen in Chriſt; that they 


are the New Tſtament in his blood ; and that, therefore, 


every promiſe is ſure, being dipt in blood, ſealed with 
blood, with juſtice-fatisfying blood ; and that, there- 


fore, juſtice requires, as well as mercy, that they be 


- accompliſhed? 


adh, What ſandiifying effect hath this acceſs to the 
moſt holy place had upon you? Do you find yourſelf 


more {weetly bound to univerſal holineſs? Why, fay 


you, I find myſelf under an obligation to be a moſt ho- 
ly. perſon 3 becauſe, I think, I have been admitted, in 
ſome Tefpet, to the moſt holy place; but I tremble to 


think of What you are now to ſay, . becauſe I find the 


lamentable want of holineſs, and cannot think yon 


ih. . 


— 
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Will give me a mark that will argue my being holy ; 
| _ and therefore fear my acceſs to the holy place, that 
ſometimes I thought I had, to be but deluſion. I muſt 
tell you, "TAIL. Vacs, | „„ 
I. If you have been in the moſt holy place, and got 
- ſome holy impreſſions there, then ye will ſee yourſelf 
to be my/# vile: when Job was let in to the moſt holy 
place, then he cries out, Behold, 1am vile, chap. xl. 4. 
It is a fight of the holy God that makes us to ſee our- 
ſelves to be unholy creatures. You that value your- 
: ſelves as good and holy, you have never ſeen a holy 
God in the face: but thou that hateſt thyſelf, and 
Jotheſt thyſelf as an unholy creature, ſaying, Truth, 
Lord, I am a dog ; ſo fooliſh am 1, and ignorant; I am 
as a beaſt before thee : thou art a holy perſon. 
2. Try your holineſs by a queſtion or two: What 
is your deſere? Is it, O to be holy! O to be like unto 


getting to heaven, becauſe there you will be like him, 
by ſeeing him as he is What is your delight and 
love? Can you ſay you love the law, becauſe it is a ho- 
ly law, and becauſe it is a law of love. What is your 
lamentation? 1s it, Oh unholy ſinner that I am 
+. © wretched man that I am ! who ſhall deliver me from 
; the body of death?--- What is your how long ? ls it, O 


| „ bo long fhall Ifgourn in _ and dwell in the tents 


of Kedar!----What is your fegard to the /aw of the 
- houſe? are you grieved to ſee that it is violate by | 

yourſelf and others ?--- What is your regard to the 
members of the houſe ? do you loye the ſaints, becauſe 
they are holy? Some chuſe a drinking club and cabal 
before the company of the godly that lay them under 


to the Lord of the houſe ? Can you ſay, from the bot- 
tom of your ſoul, that, however unholy you are, yet 
'you love him becauſe he is holy, and can rejoice in 
him as a holy God that hates ſin ? This is a ſweet 
mark that you have been in the holy place, and * 
br ek e * 


s ” f 4 


_ Chriſkt-=What is your hope ? Do you love to think of | 


 areftraint; but, is your delight with the ſaints, the ex- | 
b celkent anes of the earth ?---Again, what is your regard 
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the print of God's holineſs ſtamped on your ſoul. A 
hypocrite may love God becauſe he is good and mer- 
ciful ; but I do not think he can love him, becauſe he 
is a holy God that hates ſin. Is that the language of 
thy ſoul, O give thanks at the remembrance of his holi- 
neſs ?---In a word, what is thy reſolntion through grace? 
Is it; that you will endeavour, in his ſtrength, to glo- 
rify God: by a holy walk; and yet are you feared to reſt 
on your reſolutions, and therefore turn your reſoluti- 
ons to prayers, ſaying, Lord, let thy hand be upon the 
man of thy right-hand, the ſon of man, whom” thou haſt 
made flrong for thyſelf, and waer, we. will not - 
: W ? After trial ſee your duty. ST 
My laſt uſe, therefore, ſhail be by way of 3 
tion. I. To theſe who are without the houſe. 2. To 
| theſe who have been admitted into the holy place. 
| 1/, To you that are without the houſe, that are no 
members of God's family, but are unbelievers.” I ex-_ 
hort you to come into the houſe of God; For without 
are dogs, unholy dogs, Rev. xXii. 15, Why, i may ſome 
think, are you calliog us to come into a houſe, where 
there are ſo many diſorders, as you have been men- 
tioning ? It is beſt to ſtay without doors: why, man, 
woman, when I call you to come into the houſe of 
God, it is, not only to the outer houſe, but to come 
in to the moſt holy place, and to enter into the holieſt 
by faith; that is, come to God in Chriſt. The outer 
houſe is only the viſible church, and the viſible: glory 


is indeed much defaced in our day; but there is an 


inviſible part of the houſe, the moſt holy place, that 
we call you to come to: not to an outward viſible 
profeſſion only; not to outward ordinances only; for, 
by your being within the walls of this houſe, yow are 
ſeemingly come there already: but you may be viſible 
church- members, and come to ordinances and ſacra- 


ments, and yet ſtrangers to God, it vou have never | 


come in to the moſt holy place by coming in to God in 
_ Chriſt, And, Oh! why ſtand. you without doors, 
1 contrary to * law of the houſe, Tg all to come 
9 2 i 
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by Rev. xxii. 17. Let me tell you, while you ſtay 
without doors, you are without hope, and without Gi 
in the world; neither fellow-citizens with the ſaints, 
nor of the houſhold of God, in a (ſpiritual ſenſe; and 
the viſible outward advantages you enjoy, while you 
are only in the outer court, vil aggravate your con- 
diemnation, if ye come not in. I müſt tell you, while 
you are not within the houſe, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, you 
are not under the law, the lau of the houſe ; I mean, 
thelaw of faith and love; but under the law of works, 


and ſo under the curſe; for, cuſſed is every one that 


continueth not in all things written in the boot of the law 

to do them. The wrath of God abides on you, while 
Jou abide in unbelief, without coming in to the Sure- 
ty, and cloſing with his law-biding righteouſneſs. 
While you come not in to the moſt holy place, you 

remain in a moſt unholy ſtate and way; for, it is this 
holy place that makes = holy people: Chriſt is the 


tttrus temple, the holy place, the houſe where Gad 


dwells ; and how can you ſee Cod, if you come not 
to his houſe ? How can you ſpeak with God, if ye come 
not to his houſe? How can you draw up acquaint» 
- ance. with him, or attain conformity to him? If you 
do not behold the, glory of God in the face of Chriſt, 
Jou can never be changed inte bis image, from glory to 
glory. Without coming to Chriſt, you ſhall never have 
- holineſs; and without holineſs, you ſhall never ſee 


4 God in heaven. 


Conſider, O hone, the low of the heuks; wie with re- 


ference to you that are without.---It is the law of the 


houſe, that the door be open for all comers ; Whoſoever 
will, let him -come,---It is the law of the houſe, that all 
gamers {hall be welcome; He that cometh, I will in no 
wiſe caſt ut. It is the law of the houſe, that all that 
come in ſhall be children of the family; We are the 
 ehildren of God by faith in Chriſt: Without art dogs, 
but within are children.---Itis the law of the houſe, that 
no objectian be ſaſtained as lawful againſt your coming 


| * or to the moſt holy youry for the law of 
grace 


\ 
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grace is calculate, of infinite wiſdom, for anſwering 
every objection : it is not lawful to object any thing 
againſt coming in to the holy place. Fear of God's in- 
finite juſtice is no lawful objection; for, here is a ſa- 
crifice, ſatisfying juſtice. Your great ſin and guilt is 
no lawful objection; for, here is guilt-expiating blood. 
Your total want of all good in yourſelf, is no lawful 
bobjection; for, here is all fulneſs to ſupply you. Your 
unworthineſs is no lawful objection; for, the wor- 
thineſs of the Lamb is the only thing that is regarded 
ja the molt holy place. Your poverty is no lawful ob- 
jection; for, here are the unſearchahle riches of Chriſt, 
both to pay your debt, and bear your charge, Your 
rags and nakedneſs is no lawtal objection; for, here 
is the rob of righteouſneſs to cover you, that the ſhame 
bf your nakedne/t may not appear. Your fear of God's 
having ſome ſecret purpoſe againſt you, is no iawtul 
odjection, but a horrid thought; for the lau of the 
houſe makes nothing but God's revealed will your rule. 
Your weakneſs and inability is no lawful objection; 
for, ſtrength and beauty are within his ſandFuary ; 


Strength is within his holy place, to which you are cal. | 


led to come; and drawing power is put in the pro- 
miſe, ſuch'as that, Ihen I am liſted up, I will draw all 


mien after me, that you may take his help, and look to 


his promiſed power and grace. Your unholineſs is ng 
. lawful objection; for, you are invited to come to the 
moſt holy place, that you may be incorporatedamongſt 
the moſt holy people. In a word, diſtance is no lawful 
objection; for, the moſt holy place is at hand; ſince 
you cannot go up to the holy of holies, the holy of 
holies is come down to you: it is on the top of the 
mountain, and the whole limit thereof round about. Be- 
hold, the tabernacle of God is with men. And the queſ- 
tion is, Do you welcome a Jeſus, that is come to you 
in this goſpel, ta make you holy, as well as happy for 


ever? Can your heart ſay, Bleſſed is he that cometh in 


the-name of the Lord? It is one good way of coming 
to him, to welcome his coming to you: Is there any 
225 e 5 echo 
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echo in your heart? When he ſays, Sinner, come 
thou to me; does your heart ſay, Lord, come thou to 
me, for cannot come to thee without I be drawn ? 
When he cries; Come; and you cry, Come; ye are not 
far from meeting together. Well, ſinner, the door is 
open, O tarry not till the door be ſhut: Now is the ac- 
cepteſ time, now it the day of ſalvation. Say not, 73. 


muorrou, thou fool, leſt this night thy ſou] be required 


of thee,” and then to all eternity you ſhall never have 
another offer. O may the arm of power. accompiny 
58 the offer of grace in the evening of a communion- day. 
' ay, I would cloſe with a word to you that have 


EL ery either now or formerly, drawn in to the moſt holy 


Place: ſurely it is your duty to be a moſt holy 3 
for, univerſal holineſs is the Jaw of the houſe ; on the *oþ | 
c the mountain, the whole limit thereof roand about, 


: + ſhonl@exhort and direct you in a word. 


O Sirs, are you come into the ſanctuary = God? 
Other put off your ſhoes; for the place where ye fland is 
Holy ground Put off your filthy ſhoes, for the room 
of the houſe you have entred into is a clean room, a ho- 
Iy place; the Lord of the houſe is moſt holy. Holi- 


nels is the name of Cod; he is the holy One, of Jjrael. 


Holineſs is the 2wi / of God; This is the will of God, 
even your: ſanctiſication. Holineſs i is the work of God ; 


und you are his workmanſhip, created in Chrift Jeſus un- 


| #0 god works. Holineſs is the nature of God; and you 
are made partakers of the divine nature. Holineſs is 
the plory'of God; and he is glorious in HOLINE SS. 

. Conſider, the houſe of God is a holy houſe, and the 

church is not God's houſe, but in ſo far as it is holy. 

His word is a holy word; his ordinances are holy ordi- 

nances; his table is a holy table; and holineſs becometh 


15 his houſe for ever. 


Conſider the beauty of bolineſs: : the beauty of ac: 

es is burſkin-deep, a rotting beauty; the beauty of cloths 
and ornaments is but a patch upon a ſore, a skreen to 
cover your nakedneſs; but the beauty of holineſs is 


| * a man all glorious within and 1 


* 


1 3, * of God's Houſe. 29 
All phafire without holineſs is but grief: for the plea- 


ſure of ſin is what man muſt either repent of here, or 
be damned for hereafter. All prefit without holineſs 


_ world, and le his own foul ? but godlineſs is great 


All honour without holineſs will end in Laame | 


| . diſgrace. 5 

; Conſider the oppoſete of Holineſs, namely, 8 SIN ; 3 that 
ſin is a reproach to any people, much more to ſuch 

profeſſing and privileged people as you are. The pro- 

fane world, that ſee your works and het your faith, 


is but loſs; For what ſball it profit a man, to gain the 


- 4 


. 


it you be vile, vain, wanton, and profane in your walk, . 


they will ſay, there is your religion; and thus you 
bring a reproach upon your holy religion. And who, 

that ever was admitted to the moſt holy place, would 
not bluſh and be aſhamed to bring it under ſuch unde - 
ſerved reproach? 

Conſider what regard is owing © the glory of God, 
the honour of Chriſt, the work of the How * 
and the credit of our holy religio.* * 

Conſider what is the end of God in All his great 
works toward you ; this is the end of election; He hath 

cheſen you that you ſhould be holy; this is the end of 


redemption ; That he might; redeem: you from all iniquis, | 


ty, and purify to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 


good works, It is the end of lanctification by the Spirit, 
that you ſhould be holy. 
What is the end and deſign of ordinances; but to be 
means of holineſs ? What is the end of merciful pro- 
vidences, but that you may fear the Lord and his good. 
neſs ? What is the end of croſſing and afflicting pro- 
vidences, but to purge away your droſs, and make you 
 partakers of his holineſs * What is the end of all the 
graces of the Spirit, if you haye the faith of Chriſt, or 
- the hope of glory in him? Why then, faith purifies the 
heart; and he that hath this * purifies himſelf, even 
«as he 1s pure. 
© Conlider what gan you are under beyond all . 


perſons | 
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